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WE ARE

CALLED

b y  K .  M a r g u e r i t e  C o n l e y ,
P r i n c i p a l

Dear Trinity Family,

I hope this communication finds
you well. St. Julie Billiart, foundress
of the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur, said, “Nothing happens by
chance; it is always the disposition
of the good God.” It is not by
random assignment or coincidence
that the Holy Spirit has called each
student, parent, faculty, staff,
administrator, and/or Board
member to Trinity at this time in
history. Each one of us, including
our dear alumni and generous
donors, are integral members of the
Trinity Family. And it is only in the
collective that we can bring our
mission statement to life:

“Trinity is a Catholic, independent,
Pre-K, Primary and Middle School,
affiliated with the Sisters of Notre
Dame de Namur, whose mission is
to make God’s goodness known. It
is a place where children learn to
love learning. We educate children
for life providing them with an
excellent academic program

directly impacts student learning.

Mrs. Meg Sharp, Director of
Mission Integration - Ohio
Province, and Dr. Maggie
Hubbard, consultant for Academy
for Catholic Educators, Notre
Dame of Maryland University,
will lead us in our work. Our
three professional development
opportunities this year are:

1) Formation in the Hallmarks of
a Notre Dame school
2) Utilizing Scantron
standardized testing data to
inform instruction, student
mastery, and growth
3) Enhancing student math
mastery using standards-based
instruction

In addition, we, as a school
community in collaboration with
the Board of Trustees, will begin
working on our next strategic
plan to ensure a viable and
sustainable future for Trinity
School. We are blessed to have
Dr. Cathy Spencer, former
assistant Superintendent for
Schools in the Archdiocese of
Washington, to facilitate the
process. 

I want to thank our alumni and
donors for being a part of our
rich legacy and vibrant future.
We are blessed and grateful for
your continued support of the
Trinity tradition. Please know
you are in our prayers daily. 

In closing, I look forward to the
opportunities that lie ahead and
continue to draw inspiration and
strength from the spirit and
charism of the Sisters of Notre
Dame de Namur. Let us be united
in our commitment to creating a
place where children are
nurtured as they learn to love
learning. In the words of St. Julie
Billiart, “Peace and union of
hearts, that is the bond of all the
earth.”
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rooted in Gospel values within a
caring, faith-filled environment.
Students’ God-given gifts are
cultivated for responsible
leadership and service.”

This year we celebrate 80 years
of this mission. In 1941, while the
United States was struggling to
stay out of another world war,
the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur opened the high and
elementary schools to serve this
community then known as
Ilchester. The Sisters looked
forward to a bright, faith-filled
future of making God’s goodness
known and educating young
women and children for life.
And for this we are blessed. 

As we, the faculty, staff, and
administration, continue the
work the Sisters started 80 years
ago, we will participate in
professional development that
nourishes us spiritually and 
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CELEBRATING 80 YEARS
b y  M a r g i e  M a r t i n e z ,  H e a d  o f  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  

In keeping with their mission, to educate for life, the Sisters
of Notre Dame de Namur purchased Trinity’s original 180
acres in 1934 from the Donaldson School, an Episcopal Boys'
School. There they opened Trinity Preparatory School, a
junior high and high school for girls and established the
Sisters’ novitiate which also provided housing for retired
Sisters.  On September 8, 1941, the Sisters opened the
elementary school then known as the Julie Billiart Country
Day School, named after the foundress of the Sisters.

St. Julie, born, Marie Rose Julie Billiart, founded the order in
1804 with the commitment to make known God’s goodness
and educate the most impoverished and abandoned in the
world. The order began in Namur, Belgium and their
mission in the United States started when the Sisters came to
Cincinnati Ohio in 1840. Today the Sisters minister, educate,
and serve on five continents.  

The School’s name was changed from Julie Billiart Country
Day School to Trinity School in 1958. The Girls' High School
closed in 1972 making room for the Middle School to move
into St. Lidwine’s Hall. Trinity’s 1996 strategic plan called for
the addition of a new middle school building and the
renovation of St. Lidwine’s Hall to house administrative 

offices, a new art room and gym upgrade. A
milestone for Trinity was reached in the spring
of 2001 when 49 acres of the school was
purchased by the Board of Trustees from the
Sisters and an affiliation agreement ensuring the
preservation of their mission and philosophy
was put into place. The Middle School, St. Julie
Hall, was opened in 2002. Our Preschool started
in 2009. 

Four years ago, the profound and unexpected
loss of our former Principal, Sister Catherine
Phelps, left the school for the first time in its
history without a Sister of Notre Dame de
Namur on the campus. Throughout her forty -
seven years as Trinity’s Principal, Sister
Catherine planned, developed and implemented
programs to preserve, grow and strengthen the
vitality of this foundationally strong institution.
Much like St. Julie, Sister Catherine possessed a
profound sense of the “Goodness of the Good
God” and faithfully continued to demonstrate
her inherent desire to “teach the children what
they need to know for life.” 

Surrounding the center circle Mary statue are
etched the names of the devoted Sisters who
taught at the school. The mission and philosophy
of the Sisters remains fundamental to the Trinity
School of today. The spirit of St. Julie along with
the traditions of the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur continue to inspire the faculty, staff and
administration to make known God’s goodness.

Sister Catherine Phelps, Principal 1970-2018 
Trinity Preparatory School, St. Margaret's Hall (left)

and St. Lidwine's Hall (right), photo date 1930s-1940s

St. Julie Billiart,
Foundress of the 

Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur 

Trinity Preparatory School, photo date 1930s-1940s
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SUMMER CAMP 2021

b y  K e l l y  G o r e w i t z ,  C a m p  D i r e c t o r

What a wonderful camp season again this year! 

We greatly appreciated everyone’s support and patience as we began the
summer with many new protocols in place to help keep our campers and
staff safe. Though we did need to make some changes from previous
summers, we tried to keep the interests and needs of our campers in the
forefront of all our planning. 

We certainly had a fun-filled summer with our weekly water slides,
Wildlife Adventures bringing animals to visit, and of course our traditional
Olympic Week events. Though many of our counselors were returning
from previous summers, we did have many new counselors who all
worked together to plan fun and creative activities for the campers each
week. We hope your children enjoyed camp as much as we did! 

We were all so sad for the summer to end, but we certainly hope to see you
all again next summer! Have a wonderful school year! 
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BE INSPIRED 

IN COMMUNITY 

Fall Events Calendar

The outdoor screening of Disney's MOANA was a success. 
 Thank you to all the families, faculty and staff who
attended Back to School Outdoor Family Movie Night on
Friday, September 24, 2021.  We were truly blessed with the
gorgeous fall weather.  The students danced to the songs
and enjoyed fellowship with their classmates.  We look
forward to hosting this event again in the future. 

You are invited to Grandparents' Virtual Coffee (via Zoom)
November 17, 2021 at 8:45am - 9:45am
Principal Conley, Mrs. Price and Mrs. Atwell invite
Grandparents to join us for a presentation and Q&A
highlighting their grandchildren's academics and
extracurricular activities.  More information to follow.
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Ms. Marguerite Conley, Principal (lower center), Mr. Paul Sloyer, Head of Middle School
(far left), Ms. Margie Martinez, Head of Primary School (middle left), Mrs. Barbara Law,
Director of Preschool (top right), and Sister Regina Pellegrini, SNDdeN, Board of Trustees
member (middle right).



DEEP ROOTS 

VIBRANT FUTURES

b y  J a m i e  P r i c e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  D e v e l o p m e n t

Dear Trinity Community,

On behalf of Trinity School, thank you for sharing your blessings,
prayers, and positive spirit. We received $149,300 in Annual Giving gifts
during the 2020-2021 school year. Your generous gifts help to preserve
Catholic education and the mission of the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur - to educate children to learn to love learning in peace and service
to others. 

As you may know tuition alone does not cover the true cost of a Trinity
education. Annual giving, grants and fundraising events support and
offset these expenses. Last year, Trinity was awarded $49,000 from
Maryland's Department of Housing and Community Development
(DHCD) NORI Grant for COVID-19 expenses relief and $7,641 from the
Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) Nonprofit Aging
Schools Grant for several replacement windows in St. Julie Hall.In
addition, we recently received $111,007 from the FEMA Nonprofit
Security Grant for safety and cybersecurity preparedness upgrades! This
funding will positively impact all students, faculty, staff, as well as The
Trinity Sunday Community and visitors to campus. Our strong
leadership team lead by Principal Conley plan to implement upgrades to
protect the school's in-person education, campus activities, and virtual
assets. 

Continued on page 7
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Help us reach our Annual
Giving goal of $250,000.

Ways to give: 

Mail your check, written to
"Trinity School" 

Trinity School Annual Giving
4985 Ilchester Road
Ellicott City, MD 21043

For credit card gifts and pledges,
please visit us online at
www.trinityschoolmd.org/
support_trinity/annual_giving
Pledge now and pay by June 15th 

Trinity School participates in the
Combined Federal Campaign via 
MD CFC #64835
DC CFC #90642

Employer Gift Matching 

Recurring Gift Scheduling

Trinity School is a 501(c)(3)  
 nonprofit organization.  
Federal Tax ID # 52-0936008

Further questions? 
Please contact Jamie Price at
443.498.5047, 410.744.1524, or
jprice@trinityschoolmd.org

Hope opens new
horizons making us
capable of dreaming

what is not even
imaginable.

 
-Pope Francis
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DEEP ROOTS VIBRANT FUTURES

CONTINUED 

b y  J a m i e  P r i c e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  D e v e l o p m e n t

As we begin our 80th academic year, “We Are Called” to Trinity 
to faithfully educate and serve students and families while 
preserving the legacy of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. 
Our young students’ bright futures are in our hands as we guide 
them with patience and respect. This year’s Annual Giving will 
center on supporting the following three areas:

     -Faculty Salaries and Professional Development
     -Tuition Assistance 
     -Capital Improvements (including Playground renovations)

Funding these specific pillars allows Trinity to continue to provide an
excellent Catholic education by retaining and recruiting talented faculty;
keeping Trinity affordable and accessible to families desiring a Catholic
education; enhancing our buildings and play areas; and preserving our
48-acre campus. By supporting these pillars, you preserve the
environment where students continue to thrive and learn to love
learning. We know from the many achievements of our alumni that
Trinity graduates excel and achieve amazing milestones into adulthood. 
As our foundress St. Julie Billiart has shown us, we can find comfort in
the love of our good God, carving a path together, and faithfully walking
in His light. May the light we seek be easier to find together in
community. 

If you have questions about Annual Giving please contact me at
#443.498.5047 or jprice@trinityschoolmd.org

Stay healthy and safe. 
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TIGER ALUMNI

Congratulations to Ms. Kendra Bryant '17 on her recent graduation with
Honors from Baltimore City College High School.  Mrs. Bryant shared
that her daughter will be attending Howard University.  We can't wait to
hear about her future accomplishments! 

Ms. Bryant's Honor Cords:
Blue & Yellow     National Honor Society
Blue                      International Bachelorette (IB) Course Candidate
Orange                 City College Diploma, College Preparatory Curriculum
Pink &Green       AKA ASCENSION/"CAP”, Rho XI Omega Chapter
Purple                  BCC Writing Center, Lead Tutor/Communicator
Light Blue           Strong Women Today Tomorrow (SWTT)
               

Trinity School, Eighth Grade Graduation, Class of 2021

Trinity School Alumni Association pin, Class of 2021

mailto:jprice@trinityschoolmd.org
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TIGER ALUMNI CONTINUED

Congratulations to Mr. Cameron Pope '17.  He is excited to
share that he will be attending Morgan State University and
majoring in Architecture and Environmental Design.  We
wish him continued success in his endeavors and look
forward to seeing his architectural designs in the future!
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Mrs. Maria Grove is pleased to share that her daughter, 
Ms. Mia Grove '14, was highlighted in a recent Facebook post 
on Salisbury State University, Clark's Honors College page:

"Earlier this summer, we introduced Mia Grove and her
internship with the Johns Hopkins Burn Center. She is still
continuing her incredible work there and even described to us
how empowering it is to be a part of the mini-ceremony burn
survivors get before being discharged. They get to ring the bell
and staff members line the halls and applaud their courage and
strength. "

 We applaud Ms. Grove for her efforts and caring for others in
their road to recovery. You make Trinity proud, keep up the
good work!              

On July 17, 2021, Mr. Wes Unseld Jr. '89 originally from
Catonsville, MD, graduate of Loyola Blakefield, and Johns
Hopkins University '97, is the new head coach of the
Washington Wizards National Basketball Association team.
Mr. Unseld Jr. has a history of achievements in coaching as
well as being highly respected by his players.  His strong
work ethic has been attributed to his late father, Mr. Wes
Unseld, Sr. who was inducted into basketball's Hall of Fame
in 1998.  Mr. Unseld Sr. had a long and noteworthy career in
the Baltimore Washington area with the Bullets and Wizards,
both as a player and coach.   

If you have Alumni updates to share with the Trinity
Community, please contact the Development Office at
development@trinityschoolmd.org 


